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On September 16t winter arrived with afoot of snow in the mountains. On the 17t a skier triggered the first
avalanche of the season. On the 19", after continued snowfall, Alex issued the first avalanche information
bulletin, the earliest in 28 years of operation. Thiswinter was the biggest snow year since 1996/97 in southwest
Montana with snowpack depth averaging 120-160% of normal.
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